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USMISSION GENEVA FOR ASSISTANT SEC. DERIAN; 

SECSTATE WASHDC FOR EA (HOLBROOKE) AND HA/HM ONLY 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, TH 

SUBJ: ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERIAN VISITS OCTOBER 6 DEFENDANTS 

REE: BANGKOK 1817 

SUMMARY: MS. DERIAN HELD A 45 MINUTE PRIVATE CONVERSATION 
WITH SIX OF THE "THAMMASAT 18", INCLUDING EX-STUDENT LEADER 
SUTHAM SAENGPRATHUM, AT BANGKWANG PRISON ON lANUARY 18. DEPEND- 
ANTS CHALLENGED JURISDICTION OF MILITARY COURT, COMPLAINED OP 
HARASSMENT OF DEFENSE LAWYERS BY RIGHTIST ELEMENTS, AND THANKED 
MS. DERIAN FOR OFFICIAL U.S. INTEREST IN THEIR CASE AND FOR CAUSE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS GENERALLY. DEFENDANTS APPEARED WELL TREATED; 
CONDITIONS OF DETENTION APPEAR TO BE SATISPACTORY. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON JANUARY 18, ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERIAN VISITED BANGKOK'S 
BANGKWANG PRISON, WHERE SHE MET WITH SIX OF THE 18 YOUTHFUL 
DEFENDANTS WHO ARE BEING HELD PENDING THE OUTCOME OF THEIR TRIAL 
BEPORE A MILITARY COURT ON CHARGES RANGING FROM COMMUNIST ACTIVITY 
TO TREASON AND LESE MAJESTE IN CONNECTION WITH THE VIOLENCE AT 
THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY, WHICH PRECEEDED THE COUP D'ETAT ON OCT. 

6, 1976. MS. DERIAN WALKED THROUGH THE PRISON GROUNDS AND VIEWED 
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THE DEPENDANTS' LIVING QUARTERS. 

2. MS. DERIAN, ACCOMPANIED BY DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
SIEVERTS, TALKED PRIVATELY FOR NEARLY 45 MINUTES WITH SUTHAM 
SAENGPRATHUM, PORMER SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL STUDENT 
CENTER OF THAILAND, AND FIVE OTHER ACTIVISTS, INCLUDING WIROT 
TANVANICH, ABINAN BUAHABHAKDI, PRAPHON WANGSIRIPITAK, SURACHAT 
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BUNRUNGSUK, AND ANUPONG PONSAWAN. ALSO PRESENT WAS BUNCHAT 
SATHIENTHAM, A FORMER STUDENT PRESENTLY ON TRIAL BEFORE A THAI 
CIVILIAN COURT ON CHARGES OF LESE MAJESTE STEMMING FROM THE 
ALLEGED MOCK HANGING OF THE CROWN PRINCE ON OCTOBER 4, 1976. THE 
DEFENDANTS EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION FOR THE CONCERN SHOWN BY 
MS. DERIAN AND ASKED FOR ASSURANCES THAT U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICIES ARE A GENUINE REFLECTION OF AMERICAN INTERESTS. MS. 

DERIAN REPLIED THAT SHE HOPED HER VISIT WAS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE 
THAT U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES ARE INDEED GENUINE. SHE ASSURED 
THE DEFENDANTS THAT AMERICA MAINTAINS A CONTINUING INTEREST IN 
SUPPORTING THE PRINCIPLE OF THE RULE OF LAW AND ACCESS FOR ALL 
CITIZENS TO INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED PROCEDURES OF DUE PROCESS. 

3. THE DEFENDANTS RAISED THREE CENTRAL POINTS: 1) CIVILIAN 
RATHER THAN MILITARY COURTS SHOULD HAVE JURISDICTION OVER THE 
"THAMMASAT 18 " CASE; 2) "RIGHTIST GROUPS", SUPPORTED BY SOME HIGH 
RANKING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, ARE HARASSING DEFENSE LAWYERS 
(REFTEL); 3) INTERNATIONAL CONCERN HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN SEC- 
URING LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND IMPROVED DETENTION CONDITIONS. 

4. MS. DERIAN INQUIRED AS TO THE DEFENDANT'S STATE OF HEALTH, 

LIVING CONDITIONS AT THE PRISON, AVAILABILITY OF BOOKS AND WRITING 
MATERIALS, AND FEAR OF POSSIBLE REPRISALS BY AUTHORITIES AS A 
RESULT OF HER VISIT. THE DEFENDANTS REPLIED THEY HAD NO COM- 
PLAINTS ABOUT CONDITIONS AND HEALTH CARE, BUT THEY HAD NO WAY OF 
KNOWING ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF REPRISALS. HOWEVER, THEY SHOWED 
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NO SIGNS OF FEAR OR RELUCTANCE TO ENGAGE IN CONVERSATION. 

5. FOLLOWING HER CONVERSATION, MS. DERIAN WAS INVITED TO VISIT 
THE DEFENDANTS' LIVING QUARTERS. SHE NOTED THAT CONDITIONS OF 
DETENTION AT BANGKWANG COMPARE VERY FAVORABLY TO MOST OTHER 
PRISONS SHE HAS VISITED. ON LEAVING, MS. DERIAN WISHED THE DE- 
FENDANTS JUSTICE AND THANKED OFFICIALS FROM THE RTG CORRECTIONS 
DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR COOPERATION. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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